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Cicilie
poem by Heinrich Hart

Opus 27, No. 2. Composed 1894. First published 1894, Joseph Aibl Verlag, Munich. Composed on the eve of Strauss’
wedding to Pauline de Ahna. Opus 27 was presented by Strauss to his bride on their wedding day, September 10, 1894.
Cicilie was the name of Heinrich Hart’s wife. Orchestrated by Strauss, 1897. Transcribed for solo piano by Max Reger.

Original key.
Ccilie

Wenn du es wiisstest, was triumen heisst

Von brennenden Kiissen, von Wandern und Ruhen
mit der Geliebten

Aug’ in Auge und kosend und plaudernd,

Wenn du es wilsstest, du neigtest dein Herz!

Wenn du es wiisstest, was bangen heisst,

In einsamen Nichten, umschauert vom Sturm,

Da niemand trostet milden Mundes die kampfmiide Seele,

Wenn du es wiisstest, du kiimest zu mir.

Wenn du es wiisstest, was leben heisst,

Umbhaucht von der Gottheit weltschaffendem Atem

Zu schweben empor, lichtgetragen, zu seligen Hoh’n,

Wenn du es wiisstest, du lebtest mit mir!

Sehr lebhaft und dringend

Cecilia

If you only knew what it means to dream
of burning kisses, of wandering and resting
with the beloved,
eye into eye and caressing and talking,
ifyou only knew you would bow your heart!
Ifyou only knew what yearning means,
in lonely nights, shuddered about by storm, ;
when no one with gentle words comforts the strife-weary soul,
if you only knew, you would come to me. .
Ifyou only knew what it means 1o live,
blown about by the world-creator' s breath
to soar upwards, lightly carried to blissful heights,
ifyou only knew, you would dwell with me.
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