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PROGRAM 

JO S E PH S C H WA N T N E R	 New Morning for the World  (“Daybreak of Freedom”)
( b.  1943 ) 	 Sidney Outlaw, Narrator

Intermission

DM I T R I S HO S TA KOV IC H	 Symphony No. 11 in G Minor, Op. 103 (“The Year 1905”)
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		  Allegro (The Ninth of January)
		  Adagio (In memoriam)
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MSM SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Leonard Slatkin (HonDMA ’13), Conductor
Distinguished Visiting Artist in Conducting and Orchestral Studies

Sidney Outlaw, Narrator 

V I O L I N  1

Eugenia Cho, 
concertmaster

Ann Arbor, Michigan

Coco Sun
New York, New York

Christophe Koenig
East Aurora, New York

Cecilia Martin
Columbus, Ohio

Tristan Siegel
Tenafly, New Jersey

Kaya Gur
New York, New York

Grace Chen
Johns Creek, Georgia

Naru Watanabe
Yamaguchi, Japan

Cedar Rose Newman
Wombarra, Australia

Yunji Kim
Seoul, South Korea

Yuyu Ikeda
Seoul, South Korea

Jackson Pope
Arlington, Virginia

Adrian Walker
Salt Lake City, Utah

Max Herrmann
Arlington, Virginia

V I O L I N  2

Hajung Cho, principal
Seoul, South Korea

Eojin Jung
Jinju, South Korea

Risa Hokamura
Tokyo, Japan

Tinatin Narimanidze
Long Island, New York

Cody Conley
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Shang-Ting Chang
Taoyuan, Taiwan

Sonya Shin
Edmonton, Canada

Curtis Klippel
Salt Lake City, Utah

Jackson Chang
Taipei, Taiwan

Hao Yuan
Kaifeng, China

Liang-liang Chen
New Haven, Connecticut

Ai Xuan Li
Beijing, China 

V I O L A

Jack Rittendale, 
principal

St. Louis, Missouri

Owne Xayboury
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Linnea Marchie
Summit, New Jersey

Isabella Mier
Los Angeles, California

Hannah Thill
Geneva, Illinois

Alexandra Hansen
Ridgefield, Connecticut

Man Chun Li
Hong Kong, Hong Kong

Maria Paparoni
Merida, Venezuela

Martin Rojas
St Petersburg, Florida

Yat Lee
Hong Kong, Hong Kong 

C E L L O

Hannah Kim, 
principal

Palo Alto, California

Chase Park
Englewood Cliffs, NJ

Sam Chung
New York, New York

Olivia Schulte
Scottsdale, Arizona
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Louise Cho
Bowling Green, Ohio

Chenyi Hu
Baoding, China

Haotian Jiang
Shanghai, China

Mei-chi Wang
Taichung City, Taiwan

Wan-ting Shieh
Taipei, Taiwan

Tianbo Zhang
Shijiazhuang, China 

D O U B L E  B A S S

Jielin Lei, principal
Xiamen, China

Aiden Johnson
Dacula, Georgia

Lauren Seery
Bethpage, New York

Minjun Lu
Kunshan, China

Chenhong Shi
Lanzhou, China

Peter Wiseman
Austin, Texas

Antonio Suarez
Yonkers, New York

F L U T E

Lorien Britt
Fate, Texas

Minseo Kim#

Yongin, South Korea

Megan McCafferty
McKinney, Texas

Xinnan Qu*
Dalian, China

Can Xu
Nanjing, China 

O B O E

Zane Lowry#

San Diego, California

Megan Strait
Greenwood, Indiana

Zihao Zhang*
Beijing, China 

C L A R I N E T

Ian Fleck*
Granada Hills, California

Yat Chun Leung
Hong Kong, Hong Kong

Tingrui Zhang#

Shanxi, China 

B A S S O O N

Jae Author
York, Maine

Lauren Hallonquist
Austin, Texas

Nadia Ingalls#

Fredericton, Canada

Austin Wegener*
Rancho Santa Margarita, 

California

H O R N

Daniel Jansen*
Aspen, Colorado

Keegan McCardell
Ellicott City, Maryland

Nicholas Ochoa
Brownsville, Texas

Vera Romero#

Caracas, Venezuela

Ashton Sady
Reno, Nevada

T R U M P E T

Sam Atlas#

Westport, Connecticut

Marcus Gonzalez
Southbridge, Massachusetts

Benjamin Hambro
Egg Harbor Township,  

New Jersey

David Peebles*
Asheville, North Carolina

Themba Pieterse
Albany, New York

T R O M B O N E

Malik Hamza#

Frisco, Texas

Audrey Hare
Griffin, Georgia

Jonathan Lee
Edison, New Jersey

Louisa Liu
Kowloon, Hong Kong

Jacob Ogbu*
Frisco, Texas

Ryan Parichuk
Budd Lake, New Jersey
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T U B A

Fumiya Miyata#

Osaka, Japan

Melissa Samad*
Pembroke Pines, Florida

T I M PA N I

Hwanee Pak
Columbia, Maryland

P E R C U S S I O N

Austin Cantrell
Charlotte, North Carolina

Glenn Choe
Cedar Park, Texas

Campbell Stewart
Oro Valley, Arizona

Jay Walton
East Lansing, Michigan

H A R P

Linya Qiao
Beijing, China

Yang Gao
Tianjin, China 

K E Y B O A R D

Se Won Lim
Seoul, South Korea

Eric Clark
New York, New York

B R A S S  A N D  W I N D  P R I N C I PA L S 

* S C H WA N T N E R	 New Morning for the World  (“Daybreak of Freedom”)
# S HO S TA KOV IC H	 Symphony No. 11 in G Minor, Op. 103 (“The Year 1905”)
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PROGRAM NOTES

New Morning for the World (“Daybreak of Freedom”)
Joseph Schwantner
Joseph Schwantner’s vibrantly dramatic works have secured a major following for 
contemporary music across the United States. He earned his Bachelor’s degree 
in composition from the American Conservatory of Music in Chicago and his 
Master’s and Doctoral degrees from Northwestern University—even as a high-
school student he won the National Band Camp Award for his Offbeat (1959). 

In 1970 Schwantner joined the faculty of the Eastman School of Music, continuing to 
compose in a serial manner that began to be free from some of the traditional strictures 
of twelve-tone music. He has always been fascinated by the colors available from 
percussion instruments, and his Pulitzer Prize–winning Aftertones of Infinity (1978) 
contains violent percussion eruptions in addition to the sound of tuned crystal goblets.

In the early 1980s Schwantner became increasingly interested in tonal centers—not 
defined through the traditional tonic-dominant relationship but rather through 
emphasis on certain pitches, often arranged symmetrically. He took a leave from 
Eastman from 1982 to 1985 to serve as composer-in-residence with the St. Louis 
Symphony under Leonard Slatkin, who has consistently championed his music.

Elements of minimalism—repeated melodic and rhythmic patterns—influenced 
a number of Schwantner’s works beginning in the nineties. One of these, the 
Percussion Concerto (1994)—written for New York Philharmonic percussionist 
Charles Lamb for the organization’s 150th anniversary and premiered under 
Slatkin—won a Grammy Award for its performance by Lamb and the Nashville 
Symphony led by Giancarlo Guerrero (Naxos 2012).

After serving on the Yale School of Music faculty from 1999 to 2002, Schwantner 
began focusing on composing rather than teaching. As a consortium composer 
for the American Symphony Orchestra League and Meet the Composer, he wrote 
Chasing Light (2008), which has since been performed in all fifty states. More 
recently The Awakening Hour (2017) received its premiere by the University of 
Connecticut Wind Ensemble, and his Violin Concerto—initially a short homage 
to his friend Gerard Schwarz on his retirement as music director of the Seattle 
Symphony—was premiered in its expanded version in 2021 by violinist Yevgeny 
Kutik with none other than Leonard Slatkin leading the Detroit Symphony.

Schwantner composed New Morning for the World, (“Daybreak of Freedom”) in 1982 
in response to two initial inspirations: 1) Eastman School Director Robert Freeman’s 
admiration for Willie Stargell, first baseman and team captain of the World Series–
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winning Pittsburgh Pirates, whom he envisioned as narrator for a work by Schwantner, 
and 2) Aaron Copland’s Lincoln Portrait, the most famous work for narrator and 
orchestra based on quotations of an iconic historical figure. Schwantner and 
Stargell quickly agreed on the words of Martin Luther King, Jr., as their point of 
departure. The resulting New Morning for the World was premiered by Stargell and the 
Eastman Philharmonia led by David Effron at the Kennedy Center in Washington, 
DC, on January 15, 1983, the 54th anniversary of King’s birth. The composer wrote:

I was excited by the opportunity to engage my work with the profound and 
deeply felt words of Dr. King, a man of great dignity and courage whom I 
had long admired. The words that I selected for the narration were garnered 
from a variety of Dr. King’s writings, addresses, and speeches, and drawn 
from a period of more than a decade of his life. These words, eloquently 
expressed by the thrust of his oratory, bear witness to the power and 
nobility of Martin Luther King Jr.’s ideas, principles, and beliefs. This work 
of celebration is humbly dedicated to his memory.

The opening of New Morning for the World (“Daybreak of Freedom”) immediately 
contrasts the violence of the struggle for racial equality with the sweetness of the 
dream King envisioned, a contrast that informs the entire work. The work’s one 
continuous movement unfolds in three main sections—the first framed by struggles 
in the past, a slower middle section focusing on the present, and an exploration of 
King’s vision for a future without injustice, which Schwantner begins with a new 
look at the main theme from the second section. Fittingly, Schwantner energizes 
the music at “We’re on the move now,” which leads to a brief transfiguration and a 
ethereal ending by Schwanter’s “celestial choir,” comprised of delicate humming by 
the orchestral musicians.

Symphony No. 11 in G Minor, Op. 103 (“The Year 1905”)
Dmitri Shostakovich
Several times in his career Shostakovich was moved to commemorate events 
pertaining to the Revolution of 1917. His Second Symphony had dealt with 
the October 1917 uprising, his Third was subtitled “The Third of May,” the 
present work—the Eleventh—remembered the signal event of 1905 that led to 
the Revolution, and his Twelfth Symphony, “The Year 1917,” was dedicated to 
the memory of Lenin. Though Shostakovich provided no detailed program for 
his Eleventh Symphony, the titles of the movements give clear indications of the 
succession of historic events that occurred in St. Petersburg in front of the Winter 
Palace of Czar Nicholas II on “Bloody Sunday,” 1905.
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The continually worsening conditions for the Russian working class at the turn of 
the century led to various strikes and acts of terrorism. Great hope for improved 
human rights were pinned on the new Czar Nicholas II, who came to power in 
1896. Matters worsened, however, particularly in consequence of a costly war 
with Japan in 1904, and workers in St. Petersburg began to strike. In 1905 Russian 
Orthodox priest Georgi Apollonovich Gapon organized a gathering of some 5,000 
to 16,000 workers and their families in the square in front of the Winter Palace 
to peacefully petition Nicholas to right all the grievous wrongs. Informed of the 
impending gathering by a letter from Gapon, Nicholas fled St. Petersburg with his 
family. His cavalry and infantry were left behind to await the crowd.

On Sunday January 9, the crowd gathered, carrying banners, crosses, and pictures 
of the czar and singing hymns, sure that he would hear their plea. The crowd made 
no immediate move when ordered to disband, and the troops opened fire, leaving 
some 200 dead and 500 wounded (contemporary officials reported 50 dead, many 
Soviet sources give 1,000). Their action did more than any agitating on the part of 
the workers to speed up the Revolution.

Shostakovich composed the Eleventh Symphony in 1957 to celebrate the 40th 
anniversary of the Revolution, but he may also have chosen the events of 1905 
to register his own secret protest of the Red Army’s atrocities against Hungary 
in 1956, as revealed in the controversial memoirs of Testimony and corroborated 
by other musicians who knew him. He presented the Symphony on the piano to 
Leningrad musicians on September 17, 1957, and again at the Composer’s Club in 
Moscow on September 25; the first orchestral performance took place on October 
30 by the USSR State Symphony Orchestra conducted by Nikolai Rachlin.

Shostakovich’s characteristic style often consists of anguished passages, sonorities 
of bleakness and openness, striking dissonances, incredibly driven passages, 
military idioms, and a wide variety of textures that combine in an emotional 
journey. Therefore, when he decided to write a work that takes revolutionary 
events as a narrative shaping force, his language was already perfectly suited to 
match the tragic historic events. The drawing of preexisting melodies into this 
style only heightens the narrative power of his own very forceful language.

The Symphony is designed in four movements that are played without pause. The 
first, The Palace Square, eerily depicts the square—probably in the bitter-cold 
dawn—before the workers gather. Shostakovich presents the emptiness of the square 
in open fifths, adding a threatening timpani motive in triplets and a trumpet fanfare 
to represent the troops. These three ideas are particularly important as unifying 
material for the entire Symphony, which derives its other thematic materials from 
Revolutionary songs, which were well known to Russian audiences.
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Shostakovich’s adaptation of the first Revolutionary song, Listen (text by Ivan 
Gol’ts-Miller, tune by P. Sokal’sky), is presented first by the flutes with more 
ominous timpani interjections. Segments of Listen overlap with the entrance of the 
next song The Prisoner (text by Nikolai Ogarev, anonymous tune)—dotted rhythms 
in the cello and basses. The three opening ideas return at the close.

The second movement, The Ninth of January, is divided into two main sections, 
the first depicting the gathering crowd and the second the brutal slaughter. These 
are separated by a return of the music for the Palace Square, which represents 
anxious expectancy. For the crowd converging on the square, Shostakovich 
employs two themes he had used before in his Ten Poems on Texts by Revolutionary 
Poets (1951), both setting a poem by A. Kots—first the lines “Oh, thou, our Czar, 
little father!” and second “Bare your heads!,” which would have shown respect for 
the czar. Following a final warning fanfare, the blood bath begins in a violent fugal 
section. At the end the Palace Square music returns in utter desolation.

For the third movement, In memoriam, Shostakovich drew on one of the 
Revolution’s best-known melodies, You Fell As a Victim (attr. Alexander Varlamov), 
played by muted violas over pizzicato accompaniment in the cellos and basses. 
Out of a dark-hued passage in which the horns are prominent, the violins quietly 
introduce the tune Welcome the Free Word of Liberty (anonymous). At the peak of 
the movement’s harsh climax, Bare Your Heads is heard again, and the memorial 
subsides with a return to You Fell As a Victim.

The finale, The Tocsin (Alarm bell), presents a mixture of anger and incitement to 
revolutionary action. The forceful opening is based on Rage, You Tyrants, Scoff at Us 
(Polish text translated by Glev Krzhizhanovsky, tune by A. Vakhnyanin). Boldly, 
Comrades, Keep in Step (text by L. Radin, anonymous tune) also makes its appearance, 
subsumed in Shostakovich’s sweeping progress. A Polish song Varshavianka (“Enemy 
whirlwinds blow against us,” text by V. Sventsitsky, Russian by Krzhizhanovsky, 
anonymous tune) is employed as the determined march music in the strings.

According to Shostakovich scholar David Fanning, the forceful trumpet theme 
that emerges, also in martial rhythm, came from a workers’ demonstration 
march out of the 1951 operetta Ogonki by one of Shostakovich’s students Georgy 
Sviridov. Warning fanfares return—now aimed at the czarist regime? The 
irresistible forward drive is interrupted dramatically for the sorrowful English 
horn solo, based again on Bare Your Heads over Palace-square music, but resumes 
in the forceful coda, which recalls the crowd music from the second movement 
woven together with Bare Your Heads. Throughout one hears the raw power of 
Shostakovich’s imagination through which the source materials are shaped.

—Program notes ©Jane Vial Jaffe
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Leonard Slatkin (HonDMA ’13), Conductor 
Internationally acclaimed conductor Leonard Slatkin is Music Director Laureate 
of the Detroit Symphony Orchestra (DSO), Directeur Musical Honoraire of 
the Orchestre National de Lyon (ONL), Conductor Laureate of the St. Louis 
Symphony Orchestra (SLSO), and Principal Guest Conductor of the Orquesta 
Filarmónica de Gran Canaria (OFGC). He maintains a rigorous schedule of guest 
conducting throughout the world and is active as a composer, author, and educator.

To celebrate his 80th birthday, he is returning to orchestras he led as Music Director, 
including the DSO, ONL, SLSO, and National Symphony Orchestra (Washington, 
DC). Additional 2024–25 highlights include the New York Philharmonic, Nashville 
Symphony, North Carolina Symphony, Manhattan School of Music Symphony 
Orchestra, Eastman Philharmonia, National Symphony Orchestra (Ireland), Tokyo 
Metropolitan Symphony Orchestra, Osaka Philharmonic, Hiroshima Symphony 
Orchestra, Kristiansand Symfoniorkester, Jersusalem Symphony, and Opera Theatre 
of St. Louis. Moreover, his composition Schubertiade: An Orchestral Fantasy and his 
arrangement of Scarlatti keyboard sonatas for orchestral wind ensemble are receiving 
world premieres this season. 

Slatkin has received six Grammy awards and 35 nominations. His latest 
recordings are Jeff Beal’s The Paper Lined Shack on Supertrain Records and Slatkin 
Conducts Slatkin, a compilation of pieces written by generations of his musical 
family, including three of his own compositions, on Naxos Records. Naxos has 
also recently remastered and reissued audiophile editions of his recordings of 
Gershwin’s and Rachmaninov’s orchestral works (with the SLSO) for Vox. Other 
recent Naxos releases include works by Saint-Saëns, Ravel, and Berlioz (with the 
ONL) and music by Copland, Rachmaninov, Borzova, McTee, and John Williams 
(with the DSO). In addition, he has recorded the complete Brahms, Beethoven, and 
Tchaikovsky symphonies with the DSO (available online as digital downloads).   

A recipient of the prestigious National Medal of Arts, Slatkin also holds the 
rank of Chevalier in the French Legion of Honor. He has received the Prix 
Charbonnier from the Federation of Alliances Françaises, Austria’s Decoration 
of Honor in Silver, the League of American Orchestras’ Gold Baton Award, 
and the 2013 ASCAP Deems Taylor Special Recognition Award for his debut 
book, Conducting Business. His second book, Leading Tones: Reflections on Music, 
Musicians, and the Music Industry (2017), was published by Amadeus Press, 
followed by Classical Crossroads: The Path Forward for Music in the 21st Century 
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(2021). Two volumes of essays that supplement the score-study process, in a new 
series entitled Scores to Settle, are scheduled for release by Rowman & Littlefield 
in 2024. He is also working on several new compositions. 

Slatkin, whose role as MSM Distinguished Visiting Artist in Conducting 
and Orchestral Studies continues into this season, has conducted virtually all 
the leading orchestras in the world. As Music Director, he has held posts in 
New Orleans; St. Louis; Washington, D.C.; London (with the BBC Symphony 
Orchestra); Detroit; and Lyon, France. He has also served as Principal Guest 
Conductor in Pittsburgh, Los Angeles, Minneapolis, and Cleveland. For more 
information, visit leonardslatkin.com. 

Sidney Outlaw, Narrator
Lauded by the New York Times as a “terrific singer” with a “deep, rich timbre,” and 
the San Francisco Chronicle as an “opera powerhouse” with a “weighty and forthright” 
sound, Sidney Outlaw, the grand prize winner of the Concurso Internacional 
de Canto Montserrat Caballe in 2010, delights audiences in the U.S. and abroad 
with his rich and versatile baritone and engaging stage presence. A graduate of 
the Merola Opera Program and the Gerdine Young Artist Program at Opera 
Theatre of Saint Louis, this rising American baritone from Brevard, North Carolina 
recently received a Grammy nomination for the Naxos Records recording of Darius 
Milhaud’s 1922 opera trilogy, L’Orestie d’Eschyle in which he sang the role of Apollo. 
The 2021–22 season featured Mr. Outlaw as Salieri in Mozart and Salieri with Opera 
San Jose, Jake in Porgy and Bess with Greensboro Opera, Figaro in Il barbiere di 
Siviglia with Pensacola Opera and Opera Saratoga, and Marcello in La bohème with 
Florentine Opera. Engagements for the COVID-affected 2019–20 season included 
his San Francisco Opera debut as the First Mate in Billy Budd, Messiah with the 
National Symphony Orchestra and the Baltimore Symphony, Tommy McIntyre in 
Fellow Travelers with Madison Opera, Dizzy Gillespie in Yardbird with New Orleans 
Opera (cancelled), Beethoven’s Missa solemnis with the Colorado Symphony, Mahler’s 
Songs of a Wayfarer with the Toledo Symphony, and Frank in Die Fledermaus with 
Opera Theatre of St. Louis (cancelled). In previous seasons, Mr. Outlaw sang Dizzy 
Gillespie in Charlie Parker’s Yardbird with both Atlanta Opera and Arizona 
Opera, returned to the Baltimore Symphony as a soloist in Handel’s Messiah and 
Minnesota Opera for the world premiere of The Fix, sang Fauré’s Requiem at 
Augustana College, Brahms’s Ein deutsches Requiem at Cornell University, and made 
his debut with Mill City Summer Opera as Guglielmo in Così fan tutte.  Mr. Outlaw 
has been a featured recitalist with Warren Jones at Carnegie Hall and performed 
Elijah with the New York Choral Society. He traveled to Guinea as an Arts Envoy 
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with the U.S. State Department, where he performed a program of American music 
in honor of Black History Month and in remembrance of Dr. Martin Luther King.  

Mr. Outlaw made his English National Opera debut in the 2011–12 season as Rambo 
in The Death of Klinghoffer and joined the Metropolitan Opera roster in 2014–15, also 
for The Death of Klinghoffer. Recent engagements include Tommy in Fellow Travelers 
with Minnesota Opera, Frank Lloyd Wright in Shining Brow with UrbanArias, 
Mercutio in Roméo et Juliette with Madison Opera, Dandini in La Cenerentola 
with Greensboro Opera, Bach’s B Minor Mass with the Oratorio Society of 
New York, his Spoleto Festival debut as Jake in Porgy and Bess, Dallapiccola’s Il 
Prigioniero with the New York Philharmonic, Schaunard in La bohème with the 
Ash Lawn Festival, and Guglielmo in Mozart’s Così fan tutte with North Carolina 
Opera. Other roles include Figaro in Il barbiere di Siviglia with Atlanta Opera, 
the title role in Moses with the American Symphony Orchestra, Malcolm X at New 
York City Opera, Prince Yamadori in Madame Butterfly at Opera on the James, 
Ariodante in Handel’s Xerxes and Demetrius in Britten’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
for the International Vocal Arts Institute, Papageno in Die Zauberflöte, and his 
international debut as Guglielmo in Così fan tutte, in both Germany and Israel. 

A sought-after concert singer and recitalist, Mr. Outlaw made his Schwabacher 
Recital debut at the San Francisco Opera center with pianist John Churchwell 
and collaborates regularly with renowned pianists Warren Jones, Carol Wong, 
Steven Blier, and Michael Barrett. His concert and recital appearances include 
debuts of renowned works at major concert halls: Haydn’s Creation and Handel’s 
Messiah at Carnegie Hall, Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9 at Avery Fisher Hall, 
Mahler’s Lieder eines Fahrenden Gesellen with Music Academy of the West and 
“Wednesday At One” at Alice Tully Hall, John Stevens in the world premiere 
concert of H. Leslie Adam’s opera Blake at the prestigious Schomburg Center for 
Research in Black Culture in Harlem, and the world premiere of Wayne Oquin’s 
A Time to Break Silence: Songs Inspired by the Words and Writings of Martin Luther 
King, Jr., commissioned by the Juilliard School.  

Mr. Outlaw won second prize in both the Walter W. Naumburg Foundation’s 
International Competition and the 2011 Gerda Lissner Foundation Awards; was a 
National semi-finalist in the Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions, a semi-
finalist in the Francisco Viñas International Singing Competition, and finalist in both 
the Concours International Musical de Montreal and the George London Foundation; 
and won grand prize in the Florida Grand Opera/YPO Vocal Competition. He holds 
a Bachelor’s degree in music performance from the University of North Carolina and  
a Master’s degree in vocal performance from the Juilliard School. Mr. Outlaw is a 
member of the MSM Vocal Arts faculty.
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ABOUT THE ORCHESTRAL  
STUDIES PROGRAM
In the tradition of the classical music conservatory, the orchestral studies 
program at MSM forms the heart of the performing experience for classical 
instrumentalists. All students, placed by competitive audition, participate in a 
variety of orchestral projects under the guidance of George Manahan, Director 
of Orchestral Activities, and JT Kane, Dean of Instrumental Studies and 
Orchestral Performance. 

Students play in a variety of orchestral formats, giving them ample opportunity 
to develop their audition and ensemble technique, broaden their knowledge of 
orchestral repertoire, and perform at New York City venues such as Carnegie 
Hall, the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, St. Patrick's Cathedral, and Merkin 
Concert Hall. Winners of the School’s annual Eisenberg–Fried Concerto 
Competition perform with the orchestras as soloists.

In addition to Maestro Manahan, the orchestras work regularly with Leonard 
Slatkin, Distinguished Visiting Artist in Conducting and Orchestral Studies, and 
guest conductors such as Joshua Gersen, Mei-Ann Chen, and JoAnn Falletta.

George Manahan, Director of Orchestral Activities  
JT Kane, Dean of Instrumental Studies and Orchestral Performance



17

ABOUT MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Founded as a community music school by Janet Daniels Schenck in 1918, today 
MSM is recognized for its 1,025 superbly talented undergraduate and graduate 
students who come from 54 countries and nearly all 50 states; its innovative 
curricula and world-renowned artist-teacher faculty that includes musicians from 
the New York Philharmonic, the Met Orchestra, and the top ranks of the jazz 
and Broadway communities; and a distinguished community of accomplished, 
award-winning alumni working at the highest levels of the musical, educational, 
cultural, and professional worlds. 

The School is dedicated to the personal, artistic, and intellectual development of 
aspiring musicians, from its Precollege students through those pursuing doctoral 
studies. Offering classical, jazz, and musical theatre training, MSM grants a 
range of undergraduate and graduate degrees. True to MSM’s origins as a music 
school for children, the Precollege Division is a professionally oriented Saturday 
music program dedicated to the musical and personal growth of talented young 
musicians ages 5 to 18. The School also serves some 2,000 New York City 
schoolchildren through its Arts-in-Education Program, and another 2,000 
students through its critically acclaimed Distance Learning Program. 

Your gift helps a young artist reach for the stars! 
To enable Manhattan School of Music to continue educating and inspiring 
generations of talented students and audiences alike, please consider making  
a charitable contribution today.

Contact the Philanthropy Office at 917-493-4434  
or to make an online gift, scan this code  
or visit giving.msmnyc.edu.  

Land Acknowledgment
We want to acknowledge that we gather as Manhattan School of Music on the 
traditional land of the Lenape and Wappinger past and present, and honor with 
gratitude the land itself and the people who have stewarded it throughout the 
generations. This calls us to commit to continuing to learn how to be better 
stewards of the land we inhabit as well.

   MSMNYC     MSM.NYC         MSMNYC    MSM.NYC

MSMNYC.EDU



VISIT OUR  
CAMPUS STORE!

REGUL AR  H OURS
MON−SAT*
9:30 AM−4:30 PM
*when Precollege is in session

SH O P  O NL INE
STORE.MSMNYC.EDU

LO CATI O N
Student Union  
(on the main floor,
above the cafeteria)

The Manhattan School of Music Campus Store offers musical 
supplies and a wide variety of MSM gifts and apparel for all ages.



MSMNYC.EDU/GALAXY-SOCIETY

The Galaxy Society

What Will Your  
Legacy Be?
Through a bequest or other planned gift, 
you can help to ensure that Manhattan 
School of Music will provide a music 
education of the highest quality to 
exceptionally talented young artists for 
generations to come while also strengthening 
the School’s long-term financial health. 

Bequests are one of the easiest ways to 
create a living legacy and to help MSM 
meet important priorities, including 
increasing our scholarship endowment 
and supporting our world-class faculty. 

For further information and to join our Galaxy 
Society, which honors those who have committed to 
making a planned gift to the School, please contact 
Susan Madden, Vice President for Philanthropy,  
at 917-493-4115, or visit:  
msmnyc.edu/galaxy-society. 

Help a young 
artist reach 
for the stars!



20

MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC DONORS 
Gifts received in FY 2024 (July 1, 2023–June 30, 2024)

Manhattan School of Music is deeply grateful to the community of generous donors who support our commitment to 
excellence in education, performance, and creative activity and to the cultural enrichment of the larger community. 
For more information about giving opportunities, please contact Susan Madden, Vice President for Philanthropy, at 
917-493-4115 or smadden@msmnyc.edu.
$2 Million +

Noémi K. Neidorff (BM ’70, 
MM ’72, HonDMA ’17)  

$500,000 to $999,999
Alta Malberg (BM ’69) and 

Marc I. Malberg, MD

$250,000 to $499,999
Scott Dunn (MM ’97) and 

Robbie Moray
Estate of Maurice Eisenstadt
Federal Emergency 

Management Agency
Gart Family Foundation
Jane A. Gross  
Ilene* and Edward Lowenthal 

(HonDMA ’23)  
Robert Sharon (’79)
Twiford Foundation

$100,000 to $249,999
Ruth Golden†

John Graham and Paul Ochman
Susan Rochlis
Steven P. Singer and Alan S. Salzman
Yvonne and Howard Tsao

$50,000 to $99,999
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14)  
Arts and Letters Foundation
Gabrielle Bamberger  
Estate of Elizabeth G. Beinecke
Justin Bischof (BM ’90, 

MM ’92, DMA ’98)
Chloe Flower (PC ’00)
Lorraine Gallard and Richard H. Levy
David G. Knott and Françoise 

Girard / McKinsey & Company
Frank Lotrario (BM ’63, MM ’65)
Susan Madden†

Bill and Patricia O'Connor
Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation
Rosalie J. Coe Weir Foundation
The Rubin-Ladd Foundation

$25,000 to $49,999
The Augustine Foundation  
Kishore Ballal and Maithili Rao
Bettina Baruch Foundation
Susan Ennis and Owen Lewis
The Enoch Foundation  
Clark R. Green Charitable Foundation
Eric Gronningsater
Carol B. Grossman  
Raul M. and Magdalena Gutierrez
Nancy Freund Heller and Jeffrey Heller
Han Jo Kim
Estate of Florence Nachman
New York State Council on the Arts
Perpetual Kindness Foundation
Fan Fox and Leslie R. 

Samuels Foundation  

Paul and Joanne Schnell 
/ Skadden Arps

Estate of Harold Schonberg
Chiona Xanthopoulou-Schwarz
Horace Silver Foundation 

/ Jemela Mwelu
Mónica and Angel Sosa
Nils Vigeland
Maria and Guillermo Vogel
Nanar and Tony Yoseloff

$10,000 to $24,999 
Two Anonymous Donors
3 Summers of Lincoln
Joyce Aboussie
Alfredo and Mita Aparicio
Louis Armstrong Educational 

Foundation   
Balenciaga
The Theodore H. Barth Foundation  
The Frank and Lydia 

Bergen Foundation
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20)  
Delin and Abelardo Bru  
Luisa Guembes-Buchanan (BM ’63)
Fondation Rumsey-Cartier
Dr. Andre H Clavel Charitable 

Foundation
Complete Mechanical Solutions
Evco Mechanical Corporation  
Edith Hall Friedheim (MM ’72)
Karey and Javier Gonzalez
Marcia Clay Hamilton (HonDMA ’23)  

and Don Hamilton  
The Joel Foundation
J.C.C. Fund, Japanese Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry of New York
Jephson Educational Trusts  
Max Kade Foundation
Nancy Kissinger (’54)
Ruth M. Knight Foundation  
Dominique Laffont
Samuel M. Levy Family Foundation
The Walter W. Naumburg Foundation
Margot Patron  
Saul D. Raw and Constance E. Nickel
Lucie Robert† and Jeffrey Cohen†

A. White Rose Foundation
Carl and Aviva Saphier
Shoshana and Israel Schachter
Mari and Kenneth Share
Susan and Sam Stricklin
Michelle Deal Winfield and 

Claude L. Winfield
Allen and Laura Yang
Frank and Jean Zhang /  

Jin Hua Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999 
An Anonymous Donor
Terry L. Allison and Sylvain Hétu

The MCJ Amelior Foundation
The ASCAP Foundation  
Ed Annunziato
The Hilaria and Alec 

Baldwin Foundation
The Barker Welfare Foundation
Chartwells Dining Services
Bond Schoeneck & King
Estate of Morton B. Cohen
Catherine and Michael Diefenbach
EALgreen
EvensonBest
James Gandre† and Boris Thomas  
J & J Flooring
Sylvia Hemingway
Howard Herring (MM ’78, 

HonDMA ’15)
Edward F. Limato Foundation
The Arthur Loeb Foundation
Marquis George MacDonald 

Foundation  
The Clement Meadmore Foundation
Jane Olian† and Donna Gill†, 

for Classical Singing and 
New York in June

Evco Mechanical Corporation
James J. Petercsak  

(BM ’66, MM ’68)  
David (HonDMA ’07) and 

Susan Rahm  
Patrick and Marti Ritto
Mary and Morris Rossabi
Antoine Schetritt and 

Amanda Brotman
Irene Schultz
Arthur T. and Beverly Shorin
Steinway & Sons
Anne Toker and Dana Leifer
Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70)
The Wonderful Foundation

$2,500 to $4,999 
An Anonymous Donor
Advanced Home Audio
Margot Alberti de Mazzeri  
Carl Baron (MM ’11) and 

Danielle Wiener-Bronner
Steve and Elisa Baroni
John K. Blanchard (MM ’89)†

Elizabeth A. Browne
Ernest W. Chung & Mary A. Lee
Lubrano Ciavarra Architects
Steve Dawson
Susan Elizabeth Deaver  

(BM ’75, MM ’76, DMA ’94)†

Eagan Family Foundation
Emerson Reid
Dianne Flagello (BM ’52,  

MM ’52, HonDMA ’99)  
General Plumbing Corporation
Hans Gesell  

*Deceased      †MSM Faculty/Staff      Applause Society
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Joyce Griggs†

Kimberly D. Grigsby (’93)
Coco Han
Steven and Debra Hanks
Peter L. Horvath (BM ’64, MM ’65)  
Israel Discount Bank of New York
Michael A. Kaplan (’91)
Chloe Kiffer (MM ’14, PS ’15)†

Frederick Loewe Foundation
Peter and Ayumi Manda
Meera Mani and Nikhil Iyengar
McDougal Family
Kevin Meserve / Voya Financial
Solomon Mikowsky*†  
Jason Mraz Foundation
Anthony Napoli
Julie Newdoll
New York City Tourism Foundation
Barbara O'Reilly (PC ’89) 

and Dermot O'Reilly
Cathy R. Paul (MM ’84)
The Presser Foundation  
Barbara L. Reissman
RIK Electric Corporation
Alfred and Jane Ross Foundation
Cynthia and Thomas Sculco
John and Julia Smith
Juying Song
Fondation Igor Stravinsky
Michael Stewart
The Widder Foundation
Keith L. Wiggs (BM ’84)  
Victoria Fasani Williams 

(BM ’70, MM ’71)

$1,000 to $2,499 
Three Anonymous Donors
Richard E. Adams (MM ’61)  
JJ and Ralph Allen
Hakan Altintepe
Approved Oil of Brooklyn
Pamela Averick
Peter Babej
Michael A. Bamberger  
Eric M. Katz and Susan Barbash
Bellet Construction  
Hayes Biggs† and Susan Orzel-Biggs
Ina Bort
Bright Power
Virginia Brody
Noreen Buckfire
Laurie Carney†

Claudia M. Catania†

Joanne Chan
Ted Chapin (HonDMA ’24)
Xilun Chen
Linda Chesis
James and Kanako Clarke
Tony Converse
Delano Copprue†

The Cowles Charitable Trust
Michael R. and Nina I. Douglas
Eisenstein Family
Entertainment Community Fund
Gale Epstein
Daniel Epstein†

Donis G. Flagello
Jake Foley
Janet F. Frank (’65)

Patti Eylar and Charles Gardner
Buzzy Geduld
Karen and Phil Glick
Michael and Deborah Goldberg
Marsha Gordon and Javier Garcia
Ann Gottlieb
Thomas A. and Barbara Gottschalk
Joanne Greenspun  
Jerald and Madelon Grobman
Adolphus C. Hailstork (BM ’65, 

MM ’66, HonDMA ’19)
Hansoree  
Fred and Ellen Harris
Philipp Hecker
Jack (BM ’63) and Helga Katz  
Millen Katz (BM ’74, MM ’75) 

and Patricia Anders  
Michael Keeney
Michael Keller (BM ’71)
Judith Klotz
Michael J. Kokola  
Chung Nung Lee (MM ’62) 

and Bik-Lam Lee
Christiana M. Leonard
Gail R. Levine, Ph.D.
Peiying Li
Maribel Lieberman
Kit and Victor Loo
Alan Lurie
Thomas Maguire (BM ’66)
Mary Lou and George W. 

Manahan (BM '73, MM ’76)†

Elizabeth Mccabe
Michael M. McClellan (MM ’81)
Linda McKnight  
Leslie Middlebrook Moore (MM ’78)
Melvin Miller
Sarah Min
Michelle and John Morris
Hanna and Jeffrey Moskin
Oliff Family
Abby O'Neil and Carroll Joynes
Soyeon Park (BM ’04, 

MM '07, DMA ’18)
Joanne Polk (DMA ’90)† and 

Jeffrey Langford†

Bennett Pologe
Jonathan Raskin
Robert and Regina J. 

Rheinstein (MM ’79)
Mary S. Riebold  
The Rodgers & Hammerstein 

Foundation
Sabian
Sir Cesare L. Santeramo KCSJ
Peter Santogade (BM ’82)
Claire and John Sarno
Anthony Scelba (BM ’70, MM ’71)
So-Chung Shinn Lee (MM ’19, PS 

’21, PD ’24) and Tony Lee
Ted Smith  
Annaliese Soros  
Richard W. Southwick
Carol Starmack and Claude Goodwin
William M. Stein, Jr.
Richard Stewart
Telebeam Telephone Systems
John Sweeney (BM ’78, MM ’85)
Tom, Robin & Sadie Trynin

Dace Udris  
The Vigeland Family
Shalini P. Vijayan (BM ’95, MM ’97)
Adrienne and Gianluigi Vittadini
Mallory and Diana Walker
Andrew J. Weber (PC ’00)
Kurt Weill Foundation for Music
Daniel E. Weiss
David J. Wolfsohn (DMA ’84)

$500 to $999 
Two Anonymous Donors
Donald Albrecht
Orren Alperstein
Karen Faust Baer and Paul Baer  
The Bagby Foundation for 

the Musical Arts  
Henrico Bautista
Rosemary and Arnold Bodner
Etty Bousso
George Braverman
Angela M. Brown (MM ’81)
Amane and Stephan Brun
Richard B. Carr (MM ’75)
Jennifer Chaitman
The Chang Family
Cosmos Communications
Allan J. Dean (BM ’59)
Leon Lee Dorsey (MM ’86)
Jon Feidner (MM ’87)
Michael Fordney
Judith Friedman
Brian W. Gnojek (PS ’14)
Arnold and Sandra Gold
Barry Goldberg
Kathleen B. Haskins
Daniel and Julia Hirschberg
Frank and Susan Hugus
Maureen D. Hynes (BM ’74, MM ’75)†

Gary and Donna Kunde
Ursula Kwasnicka (BM ’66, MM ’68)  
Jose M. Landauro Engineers
Ira M. Lieberman (’57)
Kaiwen Lin
Yiduo Liu (MM ’14)
Maria Magliaro Politano (MM ’78)
Main Violin
Nicholas Mann†

Susan Olsen Maren (BM ’68, MM ’68)
Ann M. McKinney (MM ’81)
Nathan Mortimer†

Marjorie Neuwirth  
Nouveau Elevator
Edward Palanker (BM ’62) 

and Carol Palanker
Lanny Paykin and Laura Ann Hamilton
Jamie and Emily Propp
Susan Quittmeyer (MM ’78) 

and James Morris†

Frederick B. Rosoff
Mitchell Seider
Marc Silverman (MM ’77, DMA ’83)†

Inesa Sinkevych (PS ’06, DMA ’10)†

Robert and Victoria Sirota
Alexandra M. Smith (MM ’10)
James Stalzer (BM ’78, MM ’79)  
Jane Startz and Peter Barton
Josie Sun
David J. Tancredi (MM ’76)

*Deceased      †MSM Faculty/Staff      Applause Society
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Mimi Tompkins†

Rabbi Abraham Unger (BM ’88)
John Walton (’79)
John and Nancy Wolf Family 

Charitable Fund

$250 to $499 
Two Anonymous Donors
Actors' Equity Foundation
Roslyn Allison & Bert Lewen
Alex Alsup
Cathy and Robert Altholz
Philip Ardell
Patricia Barile
Martha Todd Blaine (BM ’68)
Daniel Braiman
Cynthia Bush
Bonnie and David Cantor
Dalmo (’58, ’61) and Elizabeth Carra
Deirdre Chadwick
Caroline Cruise
Mark Delpriora (BM ’82, MM ’87)†

Michael and Marjorie Engber
Elliot Fishbein
Caroline and Shlomo Freidfertig
Jie Fu

Mr. Henry R. Gibbel
Pam Goldberg (MM ’95)
Jill and Rich Granoff
Laura J. Greenwald (DMA ’98)  
Isabel Greiner
John Paul Herrmann and Tina Stuard
Cynthia Hoffmann†

Charlotte Tacy Holliday
Charlie Huntley
Judith and Leonard Hyman
Stephen M. Johns (BM ’69)
Jacqueline M. Johnson (BM ’15)
Jacqueline Venable Jordan (BM ’81)
High Five Foundation
Gary Trout and Kenneth Latsch
Catherine Malfitano (BM ’71)†

Robert D. McFadden and 
Judith M. McFadden

The Rev. Andy McQuery 
(BM ’98, MM ’00)

Barbara Moss
Allie Nava
Gabrielle Palay
Adam J. Plotkin and  

Adam B. Abrahams

Anthony Posk (BM ’64)
Richard Presser†

Irwin Reese (MM ’86)
Samuel † and Hiroko Rhodes
Reliable Office Solutions
Roger F. Rose  
Phyllis Ross
Suki Sandler
Mary A. Schmidt (MM ’81)
Gaurav and Sawako Shukla
Marte A. Siebenhar (BM ’02, MM ’04)
Elliott M. Smith
Henry and Jo Strouss
Fen Yee Teh
Nickolas and Liliana Themelis
Patricia Thrash
Julia C. Tobey (’67)
Rebecca C. Tracy
Katharina Volk and James Zetzel
Caroline and Rodney Hine
BeBe Shopp Waring (BM ’52)
Fawn Wiener
Ivanka Zic
We also gratefully recognize the 

380 donors of gifts under $250.

The Applause Society recognizes the steadfast and loyal support of foundations and individuals who have made gifts 
to the School each and every year for 10 years or more. 

We have made every effort to list MSM donors accurately. If your name is not listed as you wish, or if you notice an 
inaccuracy, please contact Jake Levyns in the Philanthropy Office at 917-493-4490, or at jlevyns@msmnyc.edu.

THE SECOND CENTURY CAMPAIGN 
Gifts received since July 1, 2018

Donors who have made endowment gifts to the School’s Second Century Campaign are helping to ensure a bright 
future for an extraordinary institution, one that has marshaled the talents and shaped the lives of accomplished and 
passionate musicians across the globe for more than a century.

$3,000,000
Cate Ryan Estate

$2,000,000
Michael Neidorff (HonDMA ’17)* 

and Noémi K. Neidorff (BM 
’70, MM ’72, HonDMA ’17)

$1,000,000 to $1,999,999
Gart Family Foundation
Philip Kawin (BM ’82, MM ’85) Estate
Carol Lieberman
Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70)

$750,000 to $999,999
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14)
Terry Allison and Sylvain Hétu
Maurice Eisenstadt Estate

$500,000 to $749,999
Alta Malberg (BM ’69) 

and Marc Malberg
Christianne Orto Estate

$250,000 to $499,999
Lorraine Gallard
Eric Gronningsater
Jane A. Gross
Edward Lowenthal (HonDMA ’23)
Charles B. Nelson, Jr. (MM ’54)
Bill and Patricia O’Connor

Catherine Prince Trust
Robert Sharon (’79)

$200,000 to $249,000
Scott Dunn (MM ’97) and 

Robbie Moray
Frank Lotrario (BM ’63, MM ’65)
Walt (BM ’74, MM ’79) and Liz Sayre
Twiford Foundation

$100,000 to $199,999
Kishore Ballal and Maithili Rao
Fred J. Brotherton Charitable 

Foundation
Luisa G. Buchanan (BM ’63)
Baisley Powell Elebash Fund
Ruth Golden†

William Goldstein (BM ’65)
John Graham and Paul Ochman
Carol B. Grossman
Marcia Clay Hamilton (HonDMA 

’23) and Donald Hamilton
Warren Laffredo Estate
Linda and Tobia Mercuro*
PwC Charitable Foundation
Susan Rochlis
Paul and Joanne Schnell
Rosalie J. Coe Weir Foundation

$75,000 to $99,999
Gabrielle Bamberger
The Chisholm Foundation
Dorothy Strelsin Foundation
Claude and Michelle D. Winfield

$50,000 to $74,999
Justin Bischof (BM ’90, 

MM ’92, DMA ’98)
Delin and Abelardo Bru
Anna Bulgari Estate
Shirley Katz Cohen Estate
Chloe Flower (PC ’00)
So-Chung Shinn Lee (MM ’19,  

PS ’21, PPD ’24)
Susan Madden†

Yvonne and Howard Tsao

$25,000 to $49,999
Arts and Letters Foundation
Allen H. and Selma W. Berkman 

Charitable Trust
Richard Gaddes (HonDMA ’17)*
Marquis George MacDonald 

Foundation
The Clement Meadmore Foundation
The Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation
Perpetual Kindness Foundation
Rochlis Family Foundation
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THE CENTENNIAL PROJECT /  
NEIDORFF-KARPATI HALL RENOVATION 
The Centennial Project was an ambitious program of improvements to the School’s architecturally distinguished 
campus coinciding with MSM’s 100th anniversary. The centerpiece of the Project was the renovation of Neidorff-
Karpati Hall, which has been transformed into a state-of-the-art venue to showcase our talented students. The 
Project also included a dramatic and welcoming new campus entrance on Claremont Avenue, new practice rooms, 
and an expansion of the main entryway and lobby.

Anchor Gift
Michael* (HonDMA ’17) and    

Noémi K. Neidorff (BM ’70,   
MM ’72, HonDMA ’17) / Centene 
Charitable Foundation

$2 million and above
City of New York

$250,000 to $499,999
Baisley Powell Elebash Fund 
Marcia Clay Hamilton (HonDMA ’23)  

and Don Hamilton  
David G. Knott and Françoise Girard 
Peter Luerssen/Maecenata 

Foundation 
Bill and Patricia O’Connor 
Melody Sawyer Richardson 
Sceneworks Studios 

$150,000 to $249,999
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20)  

and Marco Pecori 
Lorraine Gallard and Richard H. Levy 
Edward Lowenthal (HonDMA ’23)

$100,000 to $149,000
Ed Annunziato 
James Gandre† and Boris Thomas 
Linda and Toby Mercuro* 
Michelle Ong/First Initiative 

Foundation Limited 

$50,000 to $99,999 
Alfredo and Mita Aparicio 
Jane A. Gross 
Raul M. and Magdalena Gutierrez 
New York State Council on the Arts 
Maria E. Salgar 
Chiona Xanthopoulou-Schwarz 
Mónica and Angel Sosa 
Maria and Guillermo F. Vogel 

$25,000 to $49,999 
Delin and Abelardo Bru 
Susan Ennis and Owen Lewis 
Richard Gaddes (HonDMA ’17)* 
Thomas Hampson (HonDMA ’09) 
Nancy Freund Heller and Jeffrey Heller 
Margot Alberti de Mazzeri 
McKinsey & Company 
Margot and Adolfo* Patron 

Leonard Slatkin (HonDMA ’13)  
and Cindy McTee 

Epp K. J. Sonin (MM ’70)

$10,000 to $24,999 
Joyce Aboussie 
Joan (HonDMA ’14) and Alan 

Ades-Taub Family Foundation 
Louis Alexander (MM ’79) 
Chartwells 
Sharon E. Daley-Johnson 

(BM ’88, MM ’89) 
Evco Mechanical Corporation 
Capt. Kenneth R. Force, USMS 

(ret.) (BM ’64, MM ’65, PD ’70)* 
Ruth Golden† 
Hyde and Watson Foundation 
Warren Jones 
Henry A. Kissinger* and    

Nancy M. Kissinger (’54) 
Orin O’Brien† 
Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation 
Carl and Aviva Saphier 
Dona D. Vaughn and Ron Raines

*Deceased      †MSM Faculty/Staff

FOUNDER’S SOCIETY
The Founder’s Society honors the extraordinary generosity of the following individuals and institutions whose 
cumulative giving to Manhattan School of Music exceeded $250,000 (as of June 30, 2024). These exceptional 
donors enable MSM to provide world-class conservatory training to immensely talented students. We are deeply 
grateful for their special dedication to the School’s mission and culture of artistic excellence and musicianship.

$10 million and above
Michael* (HonDMA ’17) and  

Noémi K. Neidorff (BM ’70,   
MM ’72, HonDMA ’17)/ 
Centene Charitable Foundation

$5 million to $10 million
G. Chris Andersen and  

SungEun Han-Andersen

$1 to $5 million
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14)  

and Alan M. Ades (HonDMA ’10)*
The ASCAP Foundation 
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20) 
The ELMA Philanthropies 
Baisley Powell Elebash Fund 
Lorraine Gallard and Richard H. Levy
Gart Family Foundation 
Gordon K. Greenfield*

Gordon and Harriet 
Greenfield Foundation

Estate of Jacqueline Kacere
Estate of Phillip Kawin
Estate of Dora Zaslavsky Koch
Carol Lieberman
Ilene* and Edward Lowenthal 

(HonDMA ’23) 
Alfred* and Claude Mann 
Joseph F. McCrindle Foundation and 

Estate of Joseph F. McCrindle

The Rohatyn Group
Horace Silver Foundation 

/ Jemela Mwelu
Theodore E. Somerville (’78)
Harold and Ruth Stern Estate
Nils Vigeland

$10,000 to $24,999
Licia Albanese-Puccini Foundation
Alex Assoian Music Project
Michael Bamberger
Carl I. Baron

David (HonDMA ’07) and Susan 
Rahm / Rahm Family Fund

Irene Schultz

Up to $9,999
John K. Blanchard (MM ’89)
George S. Braverman
Xilun Chen
Jeffrey Cohen and Lucie Robert
Dan Epstein
Dianne Flagello (BM ’52, 

MM ’52, HonDMA ’99)
Donis Flagello

Adolphus Hailstork (BM ’63, 
MM ’65, HonDMA ’19)

Michael Keeney
Alan Lurie
Mike and Lynn McClellan
Jane Olian and Donna Gill, 

for Classical Singing and 
New York in June

Oliff and Waxenbaum Families
Jonathan Raskin
John K. Smith
Steinway & Sons
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An Anonymous Donor  
Richard E. Adams (MM ’61) 
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14)  
Louis Alexander (MM ’79) 
Terry L. Allison and Sylvain Hétu 
Frank Bamberger  
Gabrielle Bamberger  
Alan J. Barry (BM ’66) 
Renée Bash 
Peter Basquin  
Elizabeth Beinecke*  
Yvette Benjamin 
Justin Bischof (BM ’90, 

MM ’92, DMA ’98) 
Blanche H. Blitstein 
Louis M. Bonifati  
Seymour Bortner  
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20) 
Susan Brenner 
Luisa G. Buchanan (BM ’63)
Lynda L. Ciolek (MM ’76)*
Morton B. Cohen (BM ’65 MM ’67)* 
James B. Coker 
Alex Davis*
Michael Devine (MM ’80) 
Maurice Eisenstadt* 
J. S. Ellenberger 
Susan Ennis
Jonathan Fey* 
Dianne (BM ’52, MM ’52,   

HonDMA ’99) and Nicolas* Flagello  

Capt. Kenneth R. Force, USMS 
(ret.) (BM ’64, MM ’65, PD ’70)* 

Janet F. Frank 
Rabbi Mordecai Genn  
Ruth Golden† 
William Goldstein (BM ’65) 
John Graham and Paul Ochman
Marian Greathouse (BM ’77) 
Carolyn Zepf Hagner (MM ’69) 
Louis Halk*
Heather A. Hamilton   

(MM ’93, MM ’95) 
Laura Hamilton (BM ’81, MM ’82)
Phillip N. Kawin (BM ’82, MM ’85)* 
Diane Kettering (BM ’78) 
Alan M. and Karen Schiebler Knieter 
Doris Konig (’66) 
Warren Laffredo (’59)*
Gail Levine, PhD
Robert I. Lewy*
Carol Lieberman 
Frank Lotrario (BM ’63, MM ’65)
Susan Madden†

Alta (BM ’69) and Marc I. Malberg 
Shigeru Matsuno (’63) 
Margaret Park Mautner* 
Charlotte Mayerson*
Claire A. Meyer  
Solomon Mikowsky†*
Warren R. Mikulka  
Charles B. Nelson Jr. (MM ’54) 

Constance E. Nickel and Saul D. Raw 
Barbara and Dermot O’Reilly
Christianne Orto*
John A. and Catherine Prince* 
Anthony Posk* (BM ’64)  
Barbara L. Reissman 
Regina Rheinstein (MM ’79) 
Melody Sawyer Richardson  
Mary S. Riebold 
Susan Rochlis
Evelyn Ronell 
Ted (BM ’81, MM ’83) and 

Lesley Rosenthal†
Walt (BM ’74, MM ’79) and Liz Sayre 
Gerald Sebesky (BM ’62, MM ’63) 
Alex Shapiro 
Robert B. Sharon (’79) 
Marc Silverman   

(MM ’77, DMA ’83)† 
Allen Lee Smith (BM ’77) 
Theodore E. Somerville (’78)
Amy R. Sperling 
Carleton B. Spotts (BM ’53, MM ’59)*
Sondra Tammam (BM ’73)† 
Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70) 
Dona D. Vaughn and Ron Raines  
Keith L. Wiggs (BM ’84) 
Theo George Wilson

GALAXY SOCIETY
Members of the Galaxy Society ensure the future of Manhattan School of Music through inclusion of the School in 
their long-range financial and estate plans. We are grateful for their vision and generosity, which helps ensure that 
MSM continues to thrive into the next century and enables aspiring young artists to reach for the stars.

Estate of Homer Mensch Miller 
Family Foundation

William R. Miller*
Bill and Patricia O’Connor 
Octavian Society
Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation 
Susan and David Rahm (HonDMA ’07)
Estate of Cathleen A. Ryan
Peter Jay Sharp Foundation 
Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70)
Helen F. Whitaker Fund

$500,000 to $999,999
An Anonymous Donor
Altman Foundation
Nancy Terner Behrman*/ 

Fund for Individual Potential
Elizabeth G. Beinecke*
Mary Owen Borden Foundation 
Estate of Ruth Chatfield
Estate of Maurice Eisenstadt
Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation 
Michael W. Greene*
Eric Gronningsater
Marcia Clay Hamilton  

(HonDMA ’23) and Don Hamilton
Jewish Foundation for  

Education of Women
Estate of Kellogg Johnson 
Estate of Marga King 
Ruth M. Knight Foundation
David G. Knott and  

Françoise Girard

Estate of Edith Kriss
Peter Luerssen/Maecenata 

Foundation
A. L. and Jennie L. Luria Foundation
Alta Malberg (BM ’69) 

and Marc Malberg
Estate of Viola B. Marcus 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 
Linda Bell Mercuro* and  

Toby Mercuro*
Solomon Mikowsky† 
Ambrose Monell Foundation 
Estate of Christianne Orto
Fan Fox and Leslie R. 

Samuels Foundation
Sceneworks Studio
Harold and Helene Schonberg Trust
Twiford Foundation

$250,000 to $499,999
An Anonymous Donor
Annie Laurie Aitken Charitable Trust
Estate of C. J. Stuart Allan 
Amato Opera Theater
Arts and Letters Foundation
Rose L. Augustine* and 

Augustine Foundation
Herbert R. and Evelyn Axelrod 
Michael R. Bloomberg
Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation 
Delin and Abelardo Bru /  

Kimberly-Clark Foundation
Luisa G. Buchanan (BM ’63)

Carnegie Corporation of New York
Edgar Foster Daniels* 
Ervika Foundation 
Cecilia and John Farrell 
Estate of Ellen G. Fezer 
First Initiative Foundation/

Michelle Ong
Yveta S. Graff*
Jane A. Gross
Raul M. and Magdalena Gutierrez
William Randolph Hearst Foundation
Estate of Rea F. Hooker 
Jephson Educational Trusts 
Stanley Thomas Johnson Foundation
Anna-Maria and Stephen 

Kellen Foundation
Estate of Anna Case Mackay 
National Endowment for the Arts 
Charles B. Nelson Jr. (MM ’54)
New York State Higher Education 

Capital Matching Grant Board
Henry Nias Foundation 
Catherine Prince Trust
Estate of Rosalie Weir 
Melody Sawyer Richardson
Jody and Peter Robbins 
Robert B. Sharon (’79)
Evelyn Sharp Foundation
The Starr Foundation 
Surdna Foundation 
Patrick N. W. Turner
Gabe Wiener Foundation
Maria and Guillermo Vogel



ENDOWED NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS
College
Alan M. and Joan Taub 

Ades Scholarship 
Licia Albanese Scholarship 
Augustine Guitar Scholarship 
Herbert R. and Evelyn 

Axelrod Scholarship 
Frances Hall Ballard Scholarship 
Artur Balsam Scholarship 
Hans & Klara Bauer 

Scholarship for Cello 
Jordan Berk Scholarship
Selma W. Berkman Memorial 

Scholarship
Vera Blacker Scholarship in Piano 
Luisa Buchanan Scholarship 
Carmine Caruso Scholarship 
Edgar Foster Daniels 

Scholarship in Voice 
Scott Dunn and Robbie Moray 

Scholarship in Collaborative Piano
Baisley Powell Elebash Scholarship 
Gart Family Foundation Scholarship 
Lloyd Gelassen Fellowship 

Fund Scholarship 
Elva Van Gelder Memorial 

Piano Scholarship 
Rita Y. and Herbert Z. Gold Scholarship 
Ruth Golden Classical 

Voice Scholarship
William Goldstein Scholarship 
John Graham and  

Paul Ochman Scholarship
Michael W. Greene Scholarship 
Charles Grossman Memorial 

Scholarship 
Grusin/Rosen Jazz Scholarship 
Adolphus Hailstork-Mary 

Weaver Scholarship 
Marcia Clay Hamilton and  

Donald Hamilton Flute Scholarship 
William Randolph Hearst Scholarship 
Helen Fahnestock Hubbard 

Family Scholarship 
Alexandra Hunt Vocal Scholarship 
Deolus Husband Scholarship 

for Composition 
Eugene Istomin Capital 

Campaign Scholarship 

Peter Karpati Scholarship
Phillip Kawin Piano Scholarship
Peter J. Kent Scholarship 
Marga and Arthur King Scholarship 
Kraeuter Violin Scholarship 
Edith Kriss Scholarship 
Lado Scholarship 
Warren Laffredo Memorial Scholarship
Ilene and Edward Lowenthal 

Scholarship
Marquis George MacDonald 

Scholarship 
Robert Mann Scholarship for 

Violin and Chamber Studies 
Viola B. Marcus Memorial Scholarship 
Masolinar “Mackie” Marks Scholarship 
Joseph F. McCrindle Scholarship 
Clement Meadmore Scholarship in Jazz 
Homer and Constance 

Mensch Scholarship 
Charles B. Nelson Jr. Scholarship 

in Classical Piano
Samuel and Mitzi Newhouse 

Scholarship 
Birgit Nilsson Scholarship 
Scott Edward Oakley Scholarship 

in Musical Theater 
Mae Zenke Orvis Opera Scholarship 
Ethel Hollander Plancher Scholarship 
Paul Price Percussion Scholarship 
Rahm/Berkman Scholarship 
Judith Raskin Scholarship 
Susan Rochlis Scholarship
Rodgers & Hammerstein Scholarship 

for Voice/Musical Theatre
Jay Rubinton Scholarship 
Leon Russianoff Memorial Scholarship 
Elizabeth Byrne Sayre Scholarship 

in Musical Theatre
Walt Sayre Trombone Scholarship 
Robert Sharon Scholarship 

in Collaborative Piano
Scott Shayne Sinclair Scholarship 
Steven P. Singer and Alan Salzman 

Scholarship in Clarinet
Joseph M. Smith Scholarship 
Margaret Hoswell van Der Marck 

Scholarship in Opera 
Flavio Varani Scholarship in Piano 

Dona D. Vaughn Voice Scholarship 
Emily M. Voorhis Scholarship 
Rachmael Weinstock 

Scholarship in Violin 
Dora Zaslavsky Scholarship 
Avedis Zildjian Percussion Scholarship 

Precollege
An Anonymous Jazz 

Precollege Scholarship 
An Anonymous Precollege Scholarship 
Alex Assoian Music Project Scholarship
Dr. Michelle Solarz August 

Scholarship in Piano 
Kate Bamberger Memorial 

Violin Scholarship 
Matilda Cascio Scholarship  
Cuker/Stern Scholarship  
Florence Duvall Scholarship 
Marion Feldman Cello Scholarship 
Dianne Danese Flagello Scholarship  
Chloe Flower Scholarship
Dorothy Hales Gary Scholarship
Jocelyn Gertel Scholarship
Rosetta Goodkind Scholarship 
Andrew Goodman Memorial 

Scholarship  
Constance Keene Piano Scholarship  
Patinka Kopec Violin Scholarship  
Mary B. Lenom Scholarship 
Carol Lieberman Scholarship
Frank and Joseph Lotrario Scholarship 
Susan Madden Scholarship
Sassa Maniotis Scholarship 
Jan Morreel Classical Music Scholarship
Nana’s Way Scholarship  
Carl Owen Memorial Scholarship 
Maitland Peters and Karen Beardsley   

Voice Scholarship 
Precollege Parents Scholarship 
Rita and Morris Relson Scholarship 
Jonathan and Conrad Strasser 

Memorial Scholarship  
Yvonne and Howard Tsao Scholarship
Elva Van Gelder Memorial 

Piano Scholarship 
Michelle Deal and Claude L. Winfield   

Jazz Scholarship 

ANNUAL NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS
College
Richard E. Adams French 

Horn Scholarship 
Louis Armstrong Educational 

Foundation Scholarship 
The ASCAP/Fran Morgenstern 

Davis Scholarship 
The Augustine Foundation Scholarship 
Theodore H. Barth Foundation 

Scholarship
Bettina Baruch Foundation Scholarship 
Elizabeth Beinecke Scholarship 
Frank & Lydia Bergen 

Foundation Scholarship 
EALgreen Scholarship 
International Advisory Board 

Scholarship 
 

J.C.C. Fund, Japanese Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
of New York Scholarship

Jephson Educational Trust Scholarship 
Hugh Masekela Heritage Scholarship 
Walter W. Naumburg 

Foundation Scholarship 
Arthur and Mae Orvis 

Opera Scholarship
Jim Petercsak Percussion Scholarship 
Presser Undergraduate Scholar
Rochlis Family Foundation Scholarship 
David Rose Scholarship for Composing
Sabian/Robert Zildjian 

Memorial Scholarship 
Harold and Helene Schonberg 

Pianist Scholarship 
Glen K. Twiford Piano Scholarship 
L. John Twiford Music Scholarship 

Precollege
Susan E. Deaver Woodwinds 

Scholarship
Janice B. and Milford D. Gerton 

Precollege Scholarship
Hansoree Scholarship 
Joel Foundation Precollege Scholarship
Chloé Kiffer Precollege Scholarship 
Nancy Kissinger Precollege Scholarship  
Josephine Luby Precollege Scholarship 
Maureen MacDougall 

Precollege Scholarship
Jason Mraz Foundation 

Precollege Scholarship
Rochlis Family Foundation Scholarship  
Alfred and Jane Ross Foundation 

Precollege Scholarship
Victoria Fasani Williams Precollege 

Scholarship in Piano
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GIVE TODAY!

Your gift supports MSM’s important work nurturing 
and developing the next generation of performing 
artists. We thank you for sharing our belief in the 

transformative power of music!

S C A N  M E

MSMNYC.EDU/GIVING
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MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC LEADERSHIP

President’s Council
James Gandre, President
Joyce Griggs, Executive Vice President and Provost
Jeff Breithaupt, Vice President for Marketing, 

Communications, and Alumni Affairs
Rebecca Charnow, Dean of Youth Education 

and Community-Career Connections
Monica C. Christensen, Dean of Students
Melissa Cocco-Fernandes, Vice President 

for Enrollment Management
Reiko Füting, Dean of Academic Core and 

Head of Composition and CPP
Liza Gennaro, Dean of Musical Theatre
Nicolas Gonzalez, Assistant Vice President for 

Strategic Innovation and Special Initiatives
Carleen Graham, Dean of Vocal Arts
Bryan Greaney, Associate Vice President 

for Facilities and Campus Safety

Ingrid Jensen, Dean of Jazz Arts
JT Kane, Dean of Instrumental Studies 

and Orchestral Performance
Devon Kelly, Chief of Staff and Liaison 

to the Board of Trustees
Neeraj Kumar, Interim Chief Information Officer
Susan Madden, Vice President for Philanthropy
Carol Matos, Vice President for 

Administration and Human Relations
Nathan Mortimer, Interim Senior Vice 

President and Chief Financial Officer
Ruben Mullodzhanov, Associate Vice 

President of Finance and Controller
Kelly Sawatsky, Dean of Academic Affairs
Madeline Tolliver, Dean of Performance 

and Production Operations

Board of Trustees 
Lorraine Gallard, Chair
David G. Knott, PhD, Vice Chair
James Gandre, EdD, President
Nancy Freund Heller, Treasurer
Noémi K. Neidorff (BM ’70,  

MM ’72, HonDMA ’17), Secretary
Kishore Ballal
Terence Blanchard (HonDMA ’17)
Anthony Roth Costanzo (MM ’08,  

HonDMA ’22)
Scott Dunn (MM ’97)
Susan Ennis
Han Jo Kim, MD

Nicholas Mann
Alexandre Moutouzkine  

(MM '03, PS '05, AD '06)
Anthony Napoli
Bebe Neuwirth (HonDMA ’15)
Bill O’Connor
Paul T. Schnell
Leonard Slatkin (HonDMA ’13)
Angel Sosa
Yvonne Tsao 
Shalini Vijayan (BM ’95, MM ’97)
Bernie Williams (BM ’16)

Trustees Emeriti
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14)
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20)
Marcia Clay Hamilton 

(HonDMA ’23)
Thomas Hampson (HonDMA ’09)
Marta Istomin (HonDMA ’05),  

President Emerita
Edward Lowenthal (HonDMA ’23)
David A. Rahm (HonDMA ’07),  

Chair Emeritus
Robert G. Simon

Artistic Advisory Council
Terence Blanchard (HonDMA ’17)
Anthony Roth Costanzo (MM ’08,  

HonDMA ’22)
Glenn Dicterow
Peter Duchin

Thomas Hampson (HonDMA ’09)
Stefon Harris (BM ’95, MM ’97)
Marta Istomin (HonDMA ’05),  

President Emerita
Bernard Labadie (HonDMA ’18)

Lang Lang (HonDMA ’12)
Bebe Neuwirth (HonDMA ’15)
Leonard Slatkin (HonDMA ’13)
Melissa Wegner (MM ’05)
Pinchas Zukerman (HonDMA ’93)

Department Chairs and Program Directors 
Michelle Baker, Chair, Brass
David Chan, Head, Orchestral Performance Program
Linda Chesis, Chair, Woodwinds
David Leisner, Chair, Guitar
Reiko Füting, Dean of Academic Core and 

Head of Composition and CPP
John Forconi, Chair, Collaborative Piano
Christopher Lamb, Chair, Percussion
Jeffrey Langford, Associate Dean of Doctoral Studies
George Manahan, Director of Orchestral 

Activities and Chair, Conducting

Nicholas Mann, Chair, Strings
Ryan Kamm, Assistant Dean for Youth 

Programs and Director of Precollege
Alexandre Moutouzkine, Co-Head, Piano
Erin Rogers, Co-Artistic and Co-Administrative 

Advisor, Contemporary Performance Program
Inesa Sinkevych, Co-Head, Piano
Matt Ward, Co-Artistic and Co-Administrative 

Advisor, Contemporary Performance Program

Alumni Council 
Justin Bischof (BM ’90,   

MM ’92, DMA ’98), Chair
Michael Fahie (MM ’02), Vice Chair
Chira Bell (BM ’22)

Blair Cagney (BM ’18, MM ’20)
Ming Fong (PC ’86, ’87)
Peng Guan (MM '23)
Brian Holman (MM ’04)

Kyunghee Kim (MM ’96)
Eganam Segbefia (MM ’18)
Jarrett Winters Morley (BM ’20)

International Advisory Board 
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20),  

 Chair, Switzerland
Mita Aparicio, Mexico
Delin Bru, United States
Alejandro Cordero, Argentina
Chloe Flower (PC ’00), 

United States/Korea

Raul M. Gutierrez, Mexico/Spain
Sylvia Hemingway, United 

States/Hungary
Masaaki Maeda, Japan/

United States
Tiehan Pan (BM ’21, MM ‘22), China
Angel Sosa, Mexico

Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70),  
Brazil/United States

Guillermo Vogel, Mexico
Chiona Xanthopoulou-Schwarz,  

Germany




